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Hi Everyone!

Has it been a great summer,
or what? Much as I hate to
see it go, I’m also eagerly
anticipating the coming
academic year. We have a
great incoming freshman
class, the sophomores and
juniors will be back on
campus, and there’s a light at
the end of the Bearcat’s
football tunnel. There’s a lot
to look forward to!

We have two special events
coming up early this fall.
First, our welcome event for
freshmen is scheduled for
Saturday, October 2nd, in
conjunction with the
UC/UAB football game.
This year, in an attempt to
reconnect with our alumni,
and have them reconnect
with each other, we’ve
decided to invite the first
three graduating classes back
to campus for this event, for
a bite to eat before the game,
and for the game itself. So
save the date and call your
old classmates! We’d love
to see each and every one of
you again. We’ll also be
inviting Lindner Honors-
PLUS supporters again. Due
to the success of Norm
Baker’s and Lou Lauch’s
fundraising efforts, we hope

to see some new faces this
year, and know they will
enjoy getting to know our
graduates and incoming
freshmen. Invitations will be
mailed soon, so if Donna
doesn’t have your updated
email/snailmail address,
please be sure she gets it, so
we can be sure you get an
invitation.

Second, our annual high
school counselor/student
breakfast is coming up,
tentatively set for October
29. Our first breakfast last
year was a great success, and
we’re hoping to build on that
this year. Last year we had
17 high schools represented,
and over 100 people
attended. Our goal this year
is to expand the number of
schools represented, so we’d
appreciate your help in
making sure that your high
school attends. If you would
be willing to help Greg and
Christy by giving them a
contact name, or making a
call to your old school
yourself, please let us know.

Finally, we’ll need some
current upperclassmen to
help out with both of these
events. If you’re willing and
able to help, please let me
know.

UNIVERSITY OF ‘K{

Cincinnati

One last thing:

JUNIORS....I need to meet
with each of you fall quarter
to review your academic
plans for your last two years.
Please email me so we can
set up an appointment as
soon as you’re back on
campus. 1’d like to see
everyone before winter
quarter priority, which
always comes before you
know it....so don’t
procrastinate too much on
this one.

Best wishes for the end of
summer.

Jori Reicketts
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Coming to UC as a freshman in the
Honors-PLUS program | could only
imagine what types of opportunities
I was going to be dealt in my time
here at UC. | can honestly say that
my hopes and wishes for my
experience have been far exceeded.
I came into this program and was
instantly connected with over
twenty of the best and most active
people I have found on campus.
The classes that | was enrolled in
were challenging, informative and
applicable to my life. 1 would say
though that the most exciting aspect
that | looked forward to when
coming into this program was the
opportunities 1 would have while
learning in a real business
atmosphere through the co-op
experience.

I am currently an employee at
Jackson, Rolfes, Spurgeon & Co.,
a CPA firm located less than five
minutes from campus. | consider
myself an employee here and not
just a co-op because of the way that
I am treated and the responsibilities
that | have been given. By most
standards our firm would be
considered small, with only thirty-

Jackson, Rolfes, Spurgeon & Co.

one employees counting myself, but
do not let the size fool you. We still
do BIG business. The firm does
work for many of the major
businesses throughout the Tri-State
area. Our ability to develop more
personal relationships with our
clients and having our clients know
that we are willing to do whatever it
takes to have them completely
satisfied with our work sets us apart
from the competition. Our size
allows us to be more flexible in our
business strategies and adapt to
changing situations in the field.

There are many added benefits that
come along with being an employee
in a smaller firm. First of all, unlike
many of the large firms, | do not
have to make a decision as to
whether | want to be a member of
the tax or audit department. At JRS
I can be an active member of both.
On the audit side I have already
been involved in several on site
audits and am scheduled for one
here on campus at UC. When it
comes to tax, | have completed
several quarterly tax returns here in
the office.

hy: Tvler Bertke

Second, with there being fewer
people, it is easy to build working
relationships with everyone in the
office. I feel completely comfortable
approaching anyone in the office with
a question of any kind. This is also
true for all of the partners. They are
always willing to take time out of their
day to help me with anything | need or
to simply talk about my plans for the
future. They know that | am young
and have little experience, but they
help through any project that | may be
working on.

The experience that | have already
gained through cooping cannot
compare to the material learned from
books in the classroom. | find that in
real life experience nothing ever goes
“by the book”. Everyone must learn
how to adapt and change to every
situation. | have had a great time here
in the friendly atmosphere of Jackson,
Rolfes, Spurgeon & Co., and find that
it is well suited for developing my
future business skills. | would highly
recommend this company to anyone
who is interested in becoming an
active member with an expanding
company in the accounting field.

Tyler Bertke
Class of 2008
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Words of Wisdom for Incoming Freshman Class

Wednesday September 22, 2004; it
seems like it will never get here. | was
amazed at how slowly time went last
year as | waited... and waited... and
waited for that glorious first day of
college to come. | had my new extra
long sheets, my trashcan, my very cute
rug, my rope light, my computer; | had
visited Target more times that | thought
possible in one summer; | had said
good-bye to my friends who were going
to other schools and had already started,;
I was ready but college still seemed
forever away. | am sure that all of you
are experiencing similar feelings. And
while I don’t have any solutions for
making that first day of college come
any faster, | do want to share some bits
of advice about what happens after that
first day.

Freshman move-in day comes and
suddenly life will be one huge red and
black blur of activity. True, you will
want to take advantage of those days
between moving in and when classes
actually start to get your books and find
where your classes are, but mostly use
those days to meet people. Once
classes start, things just get busier; just
about every organization on campus
will be offering free pizza and wanting
you to join. Go check out as many as
you can fit into your day, and find a
couple that really interest you. This is
your chance to try something you’ve
always wanted to do, but haven’t. Go
to
http://www.sald.uc.edu/org_listing.html
for a list of campus organizations, and if
one sounds interesting to you, seek it
out.

In addition to organizations, search for
fun electives to take winter or spring
quarters. If you have space in your
schedule because of Advanced
Placement Tests or Post- Secondary
credit, fill it with a class that sounds fun
instead of taking a light course load.
Even if you have a full schedule, there
are many 1 credit hour classes available

that are easy to fit in. Last year, | was
in the UC Women’s Chorus for two
quarters and took yoga in another
quarter; they were a fun change of pace
during the day and some of my favorite
classes.

Finally, take advantage of all the perks
the Honors-PLUS program offers. The
staff wants nothing more than to help
you, and the other students in the
program are an equally valuable
resource. Don’t be afraid to ask
guestions, no one expects you to have
everything figured out and people want
to help you succeed. You might want to
see if anyone in the older classes still
has a book you need, or can give you
hints on which professors they really
liked. Consider sharing textbooks with
other students in your class and do
homework together.

As for the rest of freshman year, you
will just have to learn as you go- which
is half the fun anyway. | hope you enjoy
the rest of your summer; | know you
will love your first year at UC.

Have fun this year!
Sarah Harvey
Class of 2008

The best advice | would give to any
incoming Honors-PLUS freshman, or
any freshman for that matter, is to make
friends. Especially get to know your
fellow Honors-PLUS classmates, since
they are the people you will spend the
most time in class with, and likely will
hang out with at night or on the
weekends too. Also, it helps to be
friends with the people you are in class
with, because then you always have
people to help you. So definitely get
involved, and meet people. The more
things you do and people you know that
you enjoy being around, the more
enjoyable college will be for you. And
lastly, advice | would recommend you
never forget: Donna knows everything,
so if you have a problem or a question,
talk to her! She is also great to stop and

hy: Various Sophomores

talk to, and she bribes you with candy to
visit her!
Jamie Lindemann
Class of 2008

Don't waste your money eating out - use
your meal plan. You paid about $7-$9
per meal (depending on what plan you
purchased), so might as well take full
advantage of it.

Get to know the other Honors-PLUS
students in your class. It's a group of
automatic friends to hang out with after
classes. Also, it gives you 22 other
people to share a Math book with (well..
maybe not THAT many people...)

Get involved! You meet new people
and it's the fun part of college!

Get to know the older Honors-PLUS
classmates. They were in your shoes at
one time and will be willing to give you
tips on anything, from what classes to
take to what clubs/ activities to possibly
join.

Get to know the Honors-PLUS faculty.
They will be there for you - no matter
what.

If you were involved in sports in high
school, get involved on a RecSports
team. It's a fun way to get in shape and
bond with your friends.

If you live close to home, take your
laundry home and get a nice home-
cooked meal every month or so. Trust
me, your parents will be happy to see
you - and do your laundry!

Don't schedule too many 8:00AM
classes - it will catch up with you. Yes,
you can make it from Turner Hall to the
Business college in five minutes. And
lastly - have fun! These will be the best
Years of your life!

Krista Detmer
Class of 2008


http://www.sald.uc.edu/org_listing.html
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Words of Wisdom for Freshman Class of 2004, cont

It is hard to believe that almost a year
ago | was moving two car loads worth

of boxes into 131 Turner Hall. The year

seemed to fly by, but I definitely had
the time to form memories and friend-
ships that will last a long time. | am

looking forward to meeting all of you in
the incoming 2004 Honors-PLUS class,

and | am excited for all of the
opportunities that UC and the program

offer to each one of you. Here are justa
few tips that may be useful as you begin

your career as a Bearcat:

1) Take advantage of campus
events, especially in the beginning of
the year, you will find that there is free
food just about everywhere on campus
that is sponsored by different groups

and organizations. Not only do you get

free food, but also you have the

opportunity to meet people and find out

about organizations that might be of
interest to you. A few of my favorite
campus events from last year include
the Sigma Sigma Carnival, a comedy
show with two members from the cast
of Who’s Line is it Anyway?, and the
Kanye West concert.

2) Getinvolved — Whether it is a
fraternity or sorority, intramurals,
student government, Rally Cats, or a

community service project, get involved

in something that interests you. There
are over 200 different organizations to
choose from and if you still are not

satisfied, there is always the opportunity

to start a new club or organization and
the possibility to get funding from the
university. | really enjoyed playing
intramurals with people from Honors-
PLUS last year, and | recommend
getting a team together if you enjoy
sports.

3) Ask questions — Do not hesitate to
ask questions about what classes and
professors to take, what to do on
weekends, or even the best short cuts
and elevators to take around campus. |

know everyone in Honors-PLUS would

be more than happy to answer any
questions that you might have. | wish |

had talked to someone about which
Economics professor to take.

4) Talk to your professors —
Utilizing office hours is a great way to
get to know your professors, and most
professors are extremely glad to see
when students take the initiative to ask
for help or recommendations on any
problems or concerns they might have.

5) Keep your door open — While we
are spoiled with the luxury of dorms in
Turner Hall, sometimes people tend to
keep their doors closed. Make an effort
to get to know people on other floors
and you will be surprised how many
people you can meet. Also, if you are
lucky enough to have a room on the
first floor, enjoy the side door entry
privileges.

6) Share books whenever possible —
If you have not had the opportunity to
go to the bookstore yet, you will find
that books are expensive. | recommend
sharing with your roommate or friends
because you can save a lot of money by
splitting the cost. Especially since all of
you will be so close to one another in
the dorm, it will be easy to share with
people. The best advice | can give you
is simply to have fun. The year really
does go by quickly, so enjoy every
second of it. If you are like most people
I have talked to in my class, you will be
looking forward to going back to school
after your first internship. Good Luck
this year and I can’t wait to see you
around campus!

Jaime Meyer

Class of 2008

Your first year of college will go by so
quickly. Before you know it you’ll be
interviewing for your summer
internship and then working 40 hours a
week. So my advice to you is to enjoy
every moment of your first year. Get
involved in as many organizations as you
can, try new things, meet new people, and
take advantage of all that UC has to offer.
I guarantee you won’t look back and
regret trying something, you’ll regret
letting an opportunity pass you by.
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hy: Various Sophomores

Don’t be afraid to ask questions or get
advice from others. There are over
100 students in Honors-PLUS that
have all been where you are. Not to
mention Jeri, Scott, Judy, and Donna
who are all willing to help and will
always find the answer to your
question. Honors-PLUS gives you
opportunities that many students don’t
get, but it’s up to you to take
advantage of them and make the most
out of each experience. Enjoy your
first year and GOOD LUCK!
Jennifer Schuster
Class of 2008

One thing that truly frustrates me is
looking back on a situation and
wishing | would have acted
differently. This may sound cliché
and repetitive, but it is the best
advice | can give for your first year
at UC: be open and get involved.
UC offers opportunities for every
experience imaginable, and it is up
to you to seek them out and take
advantage of them. Meeting as
many people as possible and
enjoying as many unique
experiences as a balanced and
healthy life will allow can only
enhance your college experience and
help you down the road.

Your Honors-PLUS class offers a
core group essential to your
transition your first year, but make
sure to broaden your horizons and
open yourself up to everything else
that UC has to offer. Be active — get
out of your dorm room and
experience UC. Your first year of
college is an experience like no
other, one that truly opens your eyes
to a world of endless possibilities.
Your first year is the first step
toward this world: make the most of
it, but more importantly, enjoy it.

Tony DeBlasio
Class of 2008
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Wyler Dinner Visit - 2004 International Trip

Although the entire international trip
was incredible, there are always those
times that stand out from the rest. For
everyone, it is something different,
maybe it was the free day in Geneva
where we spent the entire day riding
bikes around the city, or maybe it was
MensaFest in Linz, Austria. There is
one night that | think it is safe to say
stands out in everyone’s mind — The
Wyler dinner in The Hague.

Seated: Margriet Dekkers, Todd Staley, Ben
Hines, Joel Wyler (wearing UC Bearcat tie
given to him by the students) and Grant Miller.

This is a dinner that Joel Wyler hosts
every time Lindner Honors-PLUS visits
Amsterdam. It is something we were
all looking forward to because before
we even left for the trip, we heard what
a great time everyone has this evening.
Even after hearing how great an
evening it always is, | don’t think any
of us knew how awesome it would turn
out to be.

Before dinner, we went to the Granaria
Holdings offices where we met Joel
Wyler, Chairman, Margriet Dekkers,
Assistant to Joel, Bert Ledema,
Managing Director & CEO, and
Roberto Brazdo Gomes, General
Counsel. Joel Wyler spent time with us
discussing how his business has
developed throughout the years. After
learning about some of his experiences,
we headed out to an Italian restaurant
just down the street where we would all
be having dinner.

Dr. Wyler graciously prearranged for
our exclusive use of the restaurant and
our multi-course feast was simply

incredible.

The entertainment was incredible as
well — a busboy from the restaurant,
turned opera singer named Roberto,
who has the highest voice in Europe
(male, not female!) and a magician. |
cannot describe how much fun the night
was.

As if meeting the executives of
Granaria Holdings was not enough, a
member of the Executive Board of
Heineken, Mr. M. Bolland, the US

Mr. Bolland from Heineken & Matt Lashway

Ambassador to the Netherlands,
Clifford M. Sobel, and the former
Managing Director of KLM, Mr. D.
Van Luyk, joined us for dinner! All the
executives took turns talking a little
about their career experiences as well as
sitting with each table so we could talk
to all of them on a more personal basis.
How often are you able to talk to
successful businessmen on such a
personal basis?! It is still unbelievable
to me that | had such a great
opportunity to meet and talk with
executives about their experiences and
business philosophies.

Joel Wyler & Brent Cengia

Sandy Galvin, Ryann Noble, Mr. Van Luyk,
Christy Benken & Joel Wyler

Unfortunately, the night had to end
sometime (those trains do not run all
night, you know!), but it will always be
something we will remember and are
extremely thankful for Dr. Wyler’s
hospitality. | think Grant Miller put it
best when he said, “ T hig ose of the
best nights in my

While that night did end, Joel's
hospitality did not. Throughout our 5
day stay in Amsterdam, we were able to
visit with several other companies and
executives, prearranged by Joel and his
assistant, Margriet. The visits were
very memorable and included Shell’s
head office, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives of the States General in
The Hague, NS Dutch Railways,
Buhrmann, and De Nederlandsche Bank
NV in Amsterdam.

Sandy Galvin
Class of 2006

Pictured above (with Ben Hines) is one of the
historic trains from the NS Dutch Railway’s
museum, which was temporarily put back on
the track to transport their management team
to a special event. The Lindner Honors-
PLUS students were privileged to ride along
with the executives.



International Opnortunities Galore at UG

Where can you travel to Italy and earn
college credit for it? If you guessed the
University of Cincinnati, then you are
correct! This summer, | was included
in a group of about 23 students who
visited this beautiful country. We first
took a quarter-long introductory class
where we learned about the language,
architecture, art, and customs
associated with our intended
destination. Then we packed up and
tested our knowledge first hand!

This two-week excursion took us to
most of the major cities in northern
Italy: Venice, Verona, Milan, Siena,
San Gimignano, Padova, Mantova,
Mestre, Cremona, Bologna, as well as
the first city and my favorite city we
visited — Florence.

(view of a bridge in Florence)

Florence, with a population
approaching half a million people, is
located in the North-Central part of
Italy. It is home to the famous
Florence Duomo, Santa Croce, Uffizi
Museum, and Academia Museum,
where Michelangelo’s statue of David
is found. | liked Florence because it is
oozing with culture; from the statues
and fountains in the town square to the
Italian natives running over pedestrians
on bikes, it has it all.

I especially liked haggling with street
vendors. The best method we found
worked like this: You first asked,
“Quanto costa?(which means “How
much does it cost?”’). The vendor
would then state the price. You would
follow by looking at the item for a little

Bit, checking your pockets, and pulling
out about half of the stated price for the
item. With a frown on your face, you
would gesture that this was all the
money that you had. Eager to make a
sale, the street vendor would usually
accept the Euros in front of him.

My favorite piece of art was Leonardo
DiVinci’s Last Suppein Milan and my
most memorable event was seeing the
opera Aidain the Verona Arena, which
is the biggest open-air opera-house in
the world. 1 also enjoyed taking the
transportation in Italy, whether it is the
subway in Milan, the train in Mestre, or
vaporetto (like a water taxi) in Venice.

(eagerly waiting to enter yet another church)

What made this trip a success was the
wonderful planning by its College
Conservatory of Music coordinators,
Professors Kristy Nelson and Robert
Zierolf. They would show us the basic
sites during the day, and afterward we
were free to roam in the evening. We
would often learn more about the city
from its people than what our
guidebooks would show us.

RN

(Me feeding the pigeons in the Milan square)

If you are interested in traveling abroad
(before or after our International trip), |
would definitely recommend checking
out the many programs UC has to offer
through its Global Studies Center. Not
only are you traveling with a group of
fellow students, but you are learning
about the given region from an
informed instructor. If you want to
explore the world, during college is the
time to do it — the costs will be much
cheaper when traveling in a group and
the Global Studies office subsidizes a
portion of your trip with a grant.

Some tips | would give when visiting
Italy would be to wear comfortable
walking shoes, learn some basic Italian
to converse with the natives (however
many people do speak English), and eat
as much food as you can! Many of us
lived off of the delicious gelato (Italian
ice cream) and pizza. And lastly, be
prepared to visit churches...lots and
lots of churches.

(The Siena Cuomo)

Krista Detmer
Class of 2008
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Krista Detmer, Class of 2008, went to
Italy for two weeks at the end of June.
Read her article on page 6.

Adam Hildebrand, Class of 2006,
reports that Beta Theta Pi Fraternity
obtained their official charter back on
Friday August 6 at their 165th annual
convention. After four years of hard
work, they are now officially on good
standing with their national fraternity.

Kyle Bertke, Class of 2005, shares this
news: "It is not all work and no play
for Ashley Vissing and Kyle Bertke
while cooping 3,000 miles from the
University of Cincinnati. Every
Wednesday night we take a break from
the world of finance and the private
equity to seek our true calling... ....
kickball.

The two of us and our team, the Shot
Callers advanced to the second round
in the Yerba Buena Division of the
Adult Kickball League in San
Francisco. A heads up play in which
Ashley, far from intimidated by the
opposing team's power- house kicker,
snatched a line drive out of the air,
caused the game to go into extra
innings. They lost in the seventh and,
despite predictions from analysts, did
not advance to the quarter finals.

We both have been asked to play
professionally, myself in the minor
leagues, Ashley, in the pros. However,
we have both decided to maintain our
amateur status until graduating from
the University of Cincinnati in one and
three years, respectively."

Jason Ballas, Class of 2009. In mid-
July he traveled to Denver, Colorado,
with his high school's chapter of Future
Business Leaders of America for its
national leadership conference. There
he presented his business plan and

ended up placing ninth. He also placed
tenth with his school's local chapter
annual business report. We look
forward to Jason joining our program
this September!

Ryann Noble, Class of 2006, was just
accepted for the Winter International
Study abroad trip to Chile. She is so
excited to be going to South Americal!

Dominic Berardi, Class of 2007, was
honored to be nominated as a delegate
to attend the 69" Annual Sigma Alpha
Epsilon Leadership School in Chicago
(a life changing experience according
to him!) Among other things his
chapter was recognized nationally with
an Honorable mention for his work as
Recruitment Chairman last year.

While in attendance his chapter,
including himself, and Class of 2008
Honors-PLUS students Chris Frericks
and Aaron Schmidt, received several
major awards: Most Improved
Chapter, Chapter Achievement Award,
Outstanding Eminent Treasurer, and an
Honorable Mention for both
Recruitment and Chapter Efficiency.

In addition, their previous president,
Chris Speelman, a COB Marketing and
Finance Sum Cum Laude student, was
awarded the True Gentleman of the
Year. This is the highest National
award given to an undergraduate in the
largest fraternity in the world.

Also, on behalf of a Greek Tri-Council
initiative to contribute to Welcome
Week programming, Dominic is
planning “Battle of the Halls”, an
athletic competition among all
Residence Halls with Free Food, Enter-
tainment, and over $1200 in prizes to
be given away to participants and UC
Residence Halls. He’s hopeful we’ll
get our new incoming freshman to
create a team & participate.

Abby L ayne, Class of 2004, just
became engaged to Mr. Albert Chavez.
They are planning to be married on
May 27, 2005. Congratulations!

Zach Osborne, Class of 2003, got
married on May 29, 2004. They
honeymooned in Spain. They spent a
week on the island of Tenerife in the
Canary Islands, then toured Madrid and
Segovia for about four days. They
have recently moved to Albuquerque
NM and are just getting settled in.

Y

Zach is in the Operations Managemel
Leadership Programat GE. It's a two
year (four six month rotations) training
program at GE Aircraft Engines. Every
six months they move to a new job, and
they have opportunities to move to
quite a few different places around the
country, pretty much anywhere GE
Aircraft has a facility.
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Project SafePlace - Miles For Kids by: Nancy Gannon

The Project Safe Place Board, made up financial support for the program. With the large amount of Honors-

of Lindner Honors-PLUS pre-juniors Publicity and incentives (yet to be PLUS students that hold officer

Nancy Gannon, Lisa Morris, Zach decided) are provided to those who positions and are influential members
Gillerlain, and Drew Jandes, is in the would like to support the Miles for of organizations on campus, we hope to
process of creating the Miles for Kids Kids walk in this manner. gain University support as soon as
Walk. This walk is part of a national 2 possible.

Become a volunteer! Help with
registration, donations, and walker
support. Community service hours
will be provided, as well as other

fundraising effort to run the Project
Safe Place program. If you would like to discuss the

participation of your organization or to

Currently, we are looking for corporate, incentives. support in any other way, please email
student organization, and campus-wide Nancy Gannon at:
support for the program. There are 3. Become a participant! Probably Galr_monl\l\/llL@emziul.uc.edu
three ways to show your support for the most fun way to participate, R/Ir I§aL2 orrs aftl' d
this worthwhile program: you can walk through the course orrisL.2@email.uc.edu.
with your families, friends, or .
1. Become a sponsor! Companies, teams and know that you are We hOpe to be getting your
student organizations, and helping troubled youth right in emails soon!
individuals are encouraged to show your own neighborhood!

sSentemher Birthdays

Sandy Galvin Sept. 3

Trennicia Walton Sept. 4

Justin Shafer Sept. 6

Christina Wagner Sept. 8

Aaron Schmidt Sept. 10
Anne Marie Peet Sept. 12
Dominic Berardi Sept. 16
Laura Meyer Sept. 16
Abigail Layne Sept. 17
Allison Burns Sept. 17
Doug Cushman Sept. 21
Brian Macke Sept. 22
Ryan Beck Sept. 22
Anna Godby Sept. 26
Stefanie Dressler Sept. 26
Austin Flint Sept. 26
Adam Eling Sept. 30
Adam Hildebrand Sept. 30
Alex Huang Sept. 30
Matt Zavodsky Sept. 30

Happy Birthday Everyone!
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